
Arts and Humanities.  Goal: students will acquire the critical tools and concepts to understand, analyze, and value significant artifacts, phenomena, and 
movements in the visual and performing arts, literature, and/or philosophy.  In doing so they should come to understand the function of the arts and humanities in 
society, and develop the cultural literacy and creative, critical and self-critical skills that are essential to citizenship in a free society. (Approved by GEIC 9/3/14) 
 

Scale  
Outcomes 

4 
Highly Competent 

3 
Competent 

2 
Minimally Competent 

1 
Not Competent 

1. Understanding and Analysis. 
Apply key concepts, terminology, 
and methodologies in the 
understanding and analysis of the 
arts and humanities. 

Applies a wide range of 
key concepts, terms, and 
methodologies through 
insightful analysis. 

Applies multiple key 
concepts, terms, and 
methodologies through 
effective analysis. 

Applies some key concepts, 
terms, and methodologies 
through basic analysis. 

Does not apply concepts, 
terms, or methodologies 
through analysis. 

2. Contextualization. 
Identify artifacts, phenomena, 
and/or movements in the visual 
and performing arts, literature, 
and/or philosophy within 
historical, social, political, 
cultural, intellectual and/or 
aesthetic contexts. 

Identifies the complex 
interrelationships between 
artifacts, phenomena, and 
movements and their 
historical, social, political, 
cultural, intellectual and/or 
aesthetic contexts. 

Identifies artifacts, 
phenomena, and 
movements in multiple 
relevant contexts based on 
firm understanding of 
connection between 
works’ characteristics and 
their contexts. 

Identifies artifacts, 
phenomena, and movements 
in at least one relevant 
context, based on basic 
understanding of connection 
between works’ 
characteristics and their 
contexts. 

Identifies artifacts, 
phenomena, and movements 
within relevant contexts 
superficially or not at all.  

3.Cultural Function. 
Articulate ways in which the 
visual and performing arts, 
literature, and/or philosophy 
function in (respond to and 
influence) society and culture. 

Articulates the complexity 
of the reciprocal influence 
between society and the 
visual and performing arts, 
literature, and/or 
philosophy, in general and 
specific instances.  

Articulates solid 
understanding of the 
reciprocal influence 
between society and the 
visual and performing 
arts, literature, and/or 
philosophy, in general and 
specific instances. 

Articulates basic 
understanding of some ways 
in which the visual and 
performing arts, literature, 
and/or philosophy respond to 
and influence society and 
culture. 

Articulates few or no ways in 
which the visual and 
performing arts, literature, 
and/or philosophy function in 
society and culture. 

4. Development. 
Articulate how and why various 
attempts to achieve relevant 
objectives in the arts and 
humanities (e.g. theories, 
methods, works of art, critical 
practices) are altered, refined or 
rejected by others 

Clearly and in detail 
explains relevant 
developments in both 
given and novel cases 

Clearly and in some detail 
explains relevant 
developments in a variety 
of cases 

Offers some explanation of 
relevant developments in a 
limited range of familiar 
cases 

Does not recognize or 
explain relevant 
developments even when 
comparing a limited range of 
familiar cases 

5. Engagement. 
Actively engage with the literary, 
performing or visual arts through 
experience or creative expression 

Active engagement with 
the arts through 
participation, creative 
expression, and critical 
inquiry 

Can document significant 
engagement with the arts 
through participation or 
creative expression 

Limited engagement or 
understanding of the arts 
through experience or 
creative expression 

Little or no engagement with 
the literary, performing or 
visual arts or other cultural 
forms through either 
experience or creative 
expression 

 
Note:  a course must meet at least three of these five objectives in order to be included in this category. 


